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in full exercise when British rule was introduced, and tended greatly to harass the villagers and thus retard the progress of the country. They could, no doubt, have been put a stop to by armed force, but it was deemed more politic to get rid of the risk of disturbance by persuading the claimants to accept payment of what had become their established dues from the Government treasuries in place of directly from the villagers, a process that frequently gave rise to scenes of violence. A mistake was made in thinking that these demands were really a claim upon the villagers over and above the assessment on the land; and so far has this idea prevailed that, on the introduction of revised settlements, it has been formally declared that such revision having fixed rates on the land exclusively of such demands, the Grassias had no further claim on the villages. An examination of old jamdbandi chittkis (annual settlement agreements) has amply proved the fact that nothing extra to the regular assessment on the land was ever levied from the cultivators on account of these demands, but tbat, on the contrary, an allowance was made to the farmers of revenue, Patels and others, for such payments as part of the village expenses before the annual revenue payable to the State was fixed. It is thus clear that tord-girds was from the first a demand on. the public treasury, and not on the villagers, although the Grassias exercised personal pressure on the latter to obtain it. The result has been to burden the Treasury permanently with the payment of large allowances, which have by recent legislation become heritable and transferable property, so that the purchase of peace in the early days of British rule in the province, by concession in place of firmness, was in reality an expensive matter. The cost of the subsequent litigation over the question, carried up to the Privy Council, and it is believed decided wrongly by the highest court in the realm in consequence of imperfect information, would have covered over and over again the expense of resisting the Grassias' demands by armed force at the time.
As already mentioned, measurement of the land had been occasionally resorted to for the purpose of assessment by the Collector. The necessity for such a stop is proved by the recorded fact that the estimated Iriyha, on measurement, varied in different parts of the Collectorato from three-quarters of an